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Marion lights up

The Marion Walkway of Lights
display is now open in Matter Park
and celebrates the season with more
than just a light display. Page 3

Homeless for
the holidays

What is it like for students who can’t
go home for Christmas? Read on for a
different take on the holidays. Page 4

Through the eyes
of Google Glass

Meet the student who has Google
Glass and hear his take on this latest
wearable tech innovation! Page 5

Silent Night: what
not to wear
Scrambling to find a last minute
outfit for Silent Night? See what
you should avoid. Page 7

“Catching Fire” has
plenty of spark
“Hunger Games” sequel ups the
action along with the series’ exploration of violence. Page 8

Signs at Taylor

There is a new club on campus- the
sign language club-founded by
freshman Jonathan Welde. Page 9

Bounce theory

Why I’m not ready to give up
on America. Page 10

Silent Night

Silent Night is a huge tradition, but
there’s some untraditional things
about this year’s game. Page 12
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Many construction problems have risen through Breu’s opening semester.

Breuninger Hall deals with
several construction errors
Hannah Haney
News Co-Editor

At the start of the fall semester, Taylor celebrated the opening of the newest dorm on campus, Breuninger Hall.

But as students moved in, they soon
discovered that not everything was
as perfect as it seemed.
“There’ve been a few things not
working off and on, such as the
washers and dryers, air conditioning,
sinks, showers, lights, unsealed windows, water feature outside, etc.,” said
freshman and Breuninger (or Breu)

resident Hannah Hartman. “I think
there’s technically efforts to fix the
things that are broken, but often the
job isn’t done thoroughly or will only
fix the problem for a short amount
of time.”
Breuninger was built in just a
year, which is the cause for all of
the problems, according to Ron
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Sutherland, vice president of business administration.
“In some cases, (in) the quickness
to get to the end result, we didn’t have
the same amount of time to analyze
everything in the full extent that we’ve
had on other projects,” Sutherland
said. “In a perfect world, more time
would have been great.”
Breu continued on page 2
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Faculty lunch, students can’t munch
Taylor’s Grille policy for
faculty/staff lunchtime
intended to help, but
sometimes hurts students
Kari Travis
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Lunchtime at the Grille draws hordes
of hungry students. Grinders sizzle, quesadillas crisp and chocolate
chunk cookies sell like Airband tickets at the late-night show.
But when the clock strikes 11:50
a.m., students’ smiles turn to frowns
as they trudge away from the campus
cafeteria empty-handed. Why?
Faculty and staff lunchtime.
The meal period, which is a Taylor-enacted policy, sets aside 30 minutes for faculty and staff members
to get their lunch without having to
deal with long lines and longer food
orders, according to Dean of Students
Skip Trudeau. Trudeau handles policymaking for food service and said
the 11:50 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. time allotment is designed to help faculty grab
a meal between classes and meetings.
But no policy is perfect, and
Trudeau recognizes faculty lunchtime
is only partially successful in dealing
with a multi-faceted problem. A central issue is that those students with a
limited lunchtime window are unable
to purchase food during their only
break between classes. This leaves
some Taylor undergrads in a hungry
predicament, a situation Trudeau
says is not desirable.
“It’s a policy nobody likes,” Trudeau
said. “It is so counter to everything
we do at Taylor. We are so egalitarian
in everything we do, and because of
our facility we have to come up with
what we hope—and obviously it isn’t
but (we) keep working at it—the best
way to make a bad situation not so
bad. It’s unfortunate, but it’s reality.”
A reality that students are painfully aware of—and are willing to help
fix, according to sophomore Davis
Wetherell, head of Taylor’s Student
Senate Food Committee.
“One student told me their idea for
an alternative faculty/staff time: Instead of serving only faculty, simply
give faculty/staff first priority in the
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The Grille appeals to both faculty and students, but current policies don’t satisfy the needs of both. .

lines,” Wetherell said. “In other words
let them cut (in front of) students in
line to receive their meals. This way
students can get lunch during an
open spot in their schedule, while the
Grille is offering Taylor’s faculty/staff
easy access to their lunch.”

“We are going to, on a temporary basis, allow students
to utilize the ‘grab and go’
area of the Grille during this
faculty/staff time”
Wetherell, who regularly deals with
student concerns on food service, also
said that student pushback against
Taylor’s faculty lunchtime Grille policy might be a reflection of a greater
root problem—a lack of overall campus food options.
That issue will be fixed with the
construction of Taylor’s new campus

center, according to Ron Sutherland,
vice president of business administration. The new structure will offer
a wider variety of food options and
seating arrangements.
But no date is set for breaking
ground on that project, and, in the
meantime, Trudeau says the faculty/
staff lunch policy should be tweaked
to better accommodate the needs of
both faculty and students.
Matthew Riley, director of food service, said the university is looking at
several different options to help solve
immediate issues. Some of those
ideas may even run on trial basis over
the course of next semester.
“We are going to, on a temporary
basis, allow students to utilize the
‘grab and go’ area of the Grille during
this faculty/staff time,” Riley said.
“Only the items in this area will be
available to students. The area will
be fully stocked so that way—as a
student—you will have plenty to

choose from.”
If the trial period works well, then
the Grille will explore other options
on how to move forward with items
such as hot, pre-made pizzas, french
fries and other options from the food
chutes, according to Riley. Should the
trial runs go poorly, then food service
will reevaluate and come up with different solutions.
“Success will be determined by the
feedback that we hear from the students and the faculty and staff that
are in the Grille during this time,” Riley said.
The Echo will continue to follow
any changes in Taylor’s faculty/staff
lunch policies as more permanent
solutions are enacted. The Echo was
not able to find the date of origin for
the faculty meal policy, but confirmed
that it has been enforced for at least
the past 24 years, according to Vice
President of Business Administration
Ron Sutherland.
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“The more we can engage students in the
subject, the more they’re going to carry away
from it—and not just for a year or two.”
New course offerings pursue educational
engagement
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TOP FIVE NEWS EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Detroit bankruptcy moves forward
as judge rules city can shed debt
www.foxnews.com

Breu continued from page 1

Sutherland explained that more
time would have meant postponing
the project for another year, since it
doesn’t make sense to open a dorm
in the middle of the academic year.
“We thought for the sake of the
campus that it was better to have it
done and ready than to wait another year and have the same issues we
were having in terms of space available for students,” Sutherland said.
Many of the problems have already
been addressed, according to Supervisor of Contracting and Supervising
Gregg Holloway. There was a delay in
addressing the faulty sinks because
the parts are from Canada and took
several weeks to arrive. They have finally come in and all but one unit has
been installed, according to Holloway.
Many of the issues with the heating and A/C units and the washers
and dryers are caused by students,
Holloway stated. Students are overloading washers and dryers and trying to control the heating and A/C
units more than necessary, according to Holloway.
“Those units are designed to run
continually,” Holloway said. “The fact
is they’re not quick-adjusting units.
They need to be on all the time, run all
the time, never be shut off, and then
they will adjust accordingly and the
temperature will actually stay well
within those set points if students

Paul Walker dead at 40: ‘Fast and
Furious’ star killed in fiery car crash
www.nydaileynews.com

Fast-food workers walk off jobs, rally
for higher minimum wage
www.reuters.com

Gunmen Kill American Teacher in
Benghazi
www.nytimes.com

leave it alone.”
The waterfall is still out of order,
but Holloway said that no repairs will
begin until spring due to the weather.
Of all that has been an issue for
Taylor’s newest residence hall, one
problem was unforseen to everyone:
the repercussions of building on
state-protected wetlands.
“A portion of the parking lot was
actually built on an area that was
deemed to be a wetland,” Sutherland said.

were in place.
“They had checked one source,”
Sutherland said. “Turns out that
source wasn’t definitive—it was illustrative, not definitive. They trusted
that source and it turns out that we’re
going to have to make remedies.”
The university and the contractor
for the project, Touchstone CPM, are
currently communicating with the Indiana Department of Environmental
Management (IDEM) and the Army
Corps to develop a plan of action.
According to IDEM’s website, the
protocol for offenders is setting a time
frame in which cited parties have a
chance to develop a proposed method for fixing the problem. Taylor is in
the process of doing this, according to

Sutherland. Once they submit their
proposal, IDEM will have 90 days
to review the proposal and decide
whether to accept or reject it.
Rob Reber, assistant professor of
environmental science and director of laboratories, stated that wetlands have an important impact on
the community.
“Taylor University sits in a very
unique spot (high in elevation) in our
local drainage basin,” Reber said. “Our
neighbors downstream can be affected both positively and negatively from
what we do on our property. If we
choose to protect wetlands within our
borders, we will have positive effects
on the quality and quantity of the runoff water that our neighbors receive.”

“In some cases, (in) the quickness
to get to the end result, we
didn’t have the same amount
of time to analyze everything
in the full extent that we’ve
had on other projects.”

Nelson Mandela, anti-apartheid icon
and father of modern South Africa, dies
www.cnn.com

ONLINE
TEASERS
Silent Night Video

Nearly 20 years old, Silent Night has become
one of college basketball’s greatest traditions,
but there are some nontraditional things
about this year’s game. With a new coach and
a new shooter of the silence-breaking shot,
this year’s contest has some twists. Sunday

Not so much
holiday cheer

Here are three popular Christmas songs
that have meanings darker or sadder
than you might expect. Dec. 13

The Hobbit: The
Desolation of Smaug

Sutherland was quick to clarify
that Breuninger itself is built on solid
ground. Only a portion of the parking
lot is built on wetlands, so students
are completely safe.
“(Breuninger itself) is stable and
there is no challenge with the building settling, barring really unusual
circumstances like an earthquake,”
Sutherland reassured. “There is no
evidence that there is any risk to the
building whatsoever.”
According to Sutherland, the contractor and architect were in charge
of making sure that all of the permits

The next installment in The Hobbit trilogy
releases next Friday. We’ll have a first look at the
epic film online the day it comes out. Dec. 13
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Sporadically functional washers is just another problem plaguing the new dorm.

New course offerings pursue Living-learning
educational engagement
community arrives
Dean says classes are
part of revamping plan
David Adams
Online Editor

Econometrics, Global Theology and
Food in History are just a few of the
dozen or so new classes being offered
during J-term and spring semester by
various departments at Taylor.
Although the offerings may seem
like an unusually high number of new
courses—with unusual subject matter to match—dean of the School of
Humanities, Arts and Biblical Studies Tom Jones said the difference
this year is the way the courses have
been promoted.
“I think in the past, new courses
were introduced but there wasn’t so
much emphasis on marketing them,”
Jones said.
The new drive to make students
aware of these courses stems from
the economic realities of higher education today, Jones said. Taylor cannot afford to run too many courses
with small enrollments, such as those
with only eight to 10 students.
“We’re trying to make sure that
classes have enrollments that are as
close to the caps that have been established as possible,” Jones said.
Most of the new courses have a cap
of 15 to 30 students, according to the
course lookup tool on TOWER. Currently some of the new courses are
struggling to reach the enrollment
targets faculty would like—though
students have until have until the
first week of spring classes to enroll
in them.

Neuroscience and the Soul, for example, is a new psychology course
being taught by professor Mark Cosgrove: only seven of 30 students have
registered for it so far. Intelligence
and National Security, a political science course taught by Director of the
Taylor Fund Tony Manganello, a former Secret Service agent, has 11 of
20 students.
Many of the new courses are considered pilots, according to Jones.
Faculty are encouraged to test new
classes using course numbers 170,
270 and 370 for two to three years to
determine whether enough students
are interested in the classes to begin offering them regularly. Some of
these new courses also relate to new
or popular topics of study—such as
the Intelligence and National Security course.
Forensic Science is one example of
a successful pilot. The course,
which meets a general education life
or physical science requirement, is now
offered every
semester and
always fills
up quickly.
Faculty
also hope
to creat e
more engaging
courses, Jones said, and
the new courses being offered
next semester are part of a broader plan to revamp the Foundational
Core Curriculum.
“If we can design a course in such

a way that we start off with people
thinking, ‘Okay, this is going to be interesting,’ then we’re a long way down
the road to being able to engage them
in the course,” Jones said. “The more
we can engage students in the subject, the more they’re going to carry
away from it—and not just for a year
or two.”
When enthusiastic students interact with passionate faculty, the potential for academic growth is unlocked.
“If we can design courses that start
out by engaging students by attracting them and if it’s something that
the professor is really interested in—
wow. That has the greatest potential to be a transformational course,”
Jones concluded.
For a list of the new courses, visit
TheEchoNews.com.

Photograph by Institute of Hospitality

Many students will be hitting a whole
new set of books this J-Term.

LLC aims to help orphans
and vulnerable children
Chris Yingling
Contributor

A new living-learning community is
coming to the Taylor campus in the
summer of 2014, and the innovative
process brings new opportunities to
students from different backgrounds.
The LLC concept is practiced by
universities around the country and
is making its first appearance at Taylor with a twist. The new program is
geared around the study of orphans
and vulnerable children and will be
lead by Taylor faculty members Scott
and Jennifer Moeschberger.

“A goal I see for this is seeing people
contacting or coming to Taylor
when it comes to orphan studies
because we are the world experts.”
The intention of the LLC is to combine Scott Moeschberger’s class Orphans and Vulnerable Children with
a summer practicum and a year in
which participants live together.
“In the field of practice, there is a
felt need for a greater bridge between
scholarship and ministry,” Jennifer
Moeschberger said. “We hope to help
step into that gap by providing students who have a heart for vulnerable
children with a practical ‘next step.’”
The program will be piloted next
year in Haakonsen Hall. Students
will have the opportunity to live with
their fellow students during their

practicum. The students will be focusing on orphan studies during
the summer through completion
of the class followed by programing and publications throughout the
fall semester.
This program provides Taylor
with an opportunity to minister to
a world populated by 168 million orphans. In addition to World Opportunities Week and Lighthouse trips,
this initiative brings the subject of orphans and vulnerable children closer to home.
Dean of Students Skip Trudeau
has high hopes for the program and
what it may bring for not just the students participating in the program,
but for Taylor’s place in the collegiate community.
“We’ve always had student ministry groups centered on the concept of
orphans,” Trudeau said. “A goal I see
for this is seeing people contacting
or coming to Taylor when it comes
to orphan studies because we are the
world experts.”
The program provides students
with an ability not only to have a passion for the subject of orphans and
vulnerable children but to get practical experience on this topic.
“Students and faculty have a passion and respond to this in incredibly meaningful ways,” Trudeau said.
“We have some unique abilities to
help and deal with this notion.”
An informational meeting will be
held today in the Breuninger Hall
lobby for students interested in getting involved with the program. Any
questions can be emailed to Jennifer Moeschberger.
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SILENT NIGHT
BASKETBALL GAME,
6-8 p.m., Odle Gym
Basketball Court

CHORAL CHRISTMAS
CONCERT “SING
NOEL,” 7:30-9 p.m.,
Rediger Chapel
Auditorium

TAYLOR RINGERS
& BELL CHOIR
CONCERT, 7:30-8:30
p.m., SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

FINAL EXAMS

FINAL EXAMS

FINAL EXAMS

FINAL EXAMS
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“We want to encourage entrepreneurship at
all ages and develop strong employees and
strong citizens of our community.”
They’ve got ‘Spirit’
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Marion lights up

Marion’s annual Walkway of
Lights returns to Matter Park
Paula Weinman
Staff Writer

This month, Marion’s annual Walkway of Lights reopened in Matter
Park, celebrating the season with a
brilliant display of community Christmas cheer.
Featuring impressive displays of
Christmas lights and decorations,
the Walkway of Lights spans nearly
four miles along Marion’s scenic Riverwalk—all the way through Matter
Park to downtown Marion. Visitors
are free to drive their cars along the
Walkway of Lights, although they are
encouraged to walk the route with
their friends and families.

For certain events, visitors will also
be able to take a hayride around the
displays. A gift shop is located near
the end of the trail, where people can
purchase hot chocolate and holiday
gifts. The Walkway of Lights is open
every day from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. from
now until the end of December. Visitors can purchase a season pass for
$5 per car.
Marion park director Belinda Hussong believes the Walkway is impressive even from outside the park. “After
you go under the bridge, you just see
this big burst of lights. It’s just a fantastic festival for our community.”
Although nearly 120 displays are
featured in the Walkway of Lights,
Hussong says one of the most entertaining exhibits is the luminous tribute to “The Twelve Days of Christmas,”

in which visitors can see each of the
famous presents brought to life. According to Hussong, it’s common to
find families crowded in front of this
exhibit, trying to remember the lyrics
to the infamously lengthy tune.
“They usually do all right at the beginning (of the song),” Hussong said.
“At the very end it gets difficult. One
year, we actually provided people
with copies of the lyrics.”
This year, the Walkway seeks to provide even more opportunities for families to make the most of their time
in Matter Park. An upcoming event
will feature gingerbread decoration,
hot chocolate, hayrides and storytelling time. At only $5 a child, Hussong
hopes to make this a fun, affordable
way for families to celebrate the season. In addition, families are welcome
to have breakfast with Santa in the
garden house. Free donuts and milk
will be provided for those who attend.
The Walkway committee will also
be hosting the annual Jingle Bell Jog,
which will take runners or walkers
around the entirety of the Walkway.
“We’re trying to encourage families to get out of their cars and really enjoy the displays, and maybe
even walk around the gardens,” Hussong said.
Those interested in running or
walking the route can register for
$5. Participants will be given jingle
bells and a coupon for free hot chocolate for the end of their walk.
Even those who drive through
the exhibits will have the chance
to experience a big part of Marion’s
Christmas history, Hussong said.
“It’s a huge community event for
Marion,” she said. “It’s been running
for over 20 years, and it’s something
Marion is very proud of.”

Photographed By Greg Alexander

Displays at the Walkway of Light light up the river.
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They’ve got ‘Spirit’
Grant County celebrates
local entrepreneurs

“It’s shaped our community in that
it has grown potential at a very young
age. We have a lot of very talented
Olivia Jessup
high school students who just need
the opportunity to express their creLocal Editor
ativity,” Smear said. Smear also noted
The Grant County Economic Growth that it teaches them both personalCouncil honored the winners of this ly and professionally and helps them
year’s Spirit of Entrepreneurship com- grow.
petition with an awards dinner on
Thursday, Nov. 21.
“The Council is a huge advocate
The competition aims to celebrate
of entrepreneurship because
economic growth and business dewe believe that creating new
velopment that creates jobs for the
community. The award itself is givbusinesses is way to bring
en to a local entrepreneur who has
new jobs to the community.”
impacted the community through innovation and perseverance. The new
Tree of Life store won the award this
“The spirit of entrepreneurship
year for their business innovation and brings hope and jobs to Grant County
development.
so our children will stay in this county
“We enjoyed honoring all of our lo- when they are coming into the workcal entrepreneurs. We believe there is force,” said Gary Ott, CEO of TLC Mana lot of talent in Grant County,” said agement and 2012 SOE honoree in the
Courtney Smear, marketing and com- press release for the event.
munications director of the Growth
The keynote speaker of the event
Council. “The Council is a huge ad- was Andy Dalton, the founder and
vocate of entrepreneurship because CEO of My Mobile Fans. His business
we believe that creating new busi- was a finalist for Emerging Business
nesses is way to bring new jobs to of the Year by the Entrepreneurial Adthe community.”
vancement Center. He discussed nine
In addition to honoring the winners myths of entrepreneurship and chalof the competition, the Growth Coun- lenged the attendees of the event to
cil presented awards to the first, sec- pursue new business ventures.
ond, and third place winners of the
“We want to encourage entrepreYoung Entrepreneurs Program (YEP). neurship at all ages and develop
The YEP seeks to reach out to the strong employees and strong citiyouth of Grant County and encour- zens of our community,” Smear said.
age interest in entrepreneurship.
The Growth Council hopes to conNine different teams of juniors and tinue encouraging entrepreneurs to
seniors from Marion and Mississine- develop business plans to benefit
wa High Schools competed to create the community.
a business idea for Grant County. The
first place winner was a group with a
business called Tech Styles.
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THE BIGGER PICTURE

Wal-Mart for
President
Abigail Pollock

World/National Editor

Imagine a corporation running for
President or sitting in a jail cell.
The idea is ludicrous, and yet, this
premise is the basis for two upcoming cases before the Supreme Court.
Sebelius v. Hobby Lobby Stores,
Inc. and Conestoga Wood Specialties
Corp. v. Sebelius are both cases based
on religious rights for businesses.
The 10th Circuit Court ruled that the
birth-control mandate violated Hobby Lobby’s right to religious freedom,
while the 3rd Circuit ruled that corporations do not have the same religious
conscience rights as an individual.
Controversies surrounding the Affordable Care Act and the ethics of
contraceptives should be left to another article.
The real issue here is whether corporations should be considered persons under the law, and how far that
definition of personhood goes.
It is undeniable that a corporation,
as a group of persons, must be legally
recognized as having personal rights.
Without the idea of “corporate personhood”, a corporation would not be
able to sign legally binding contracts
or bring a case to court. Realistically, the fact that corporations can be
taken to court and sued for criminal
action is extremely important for enforcing accountability.
However, a distinction has to be
made between legal persons (corporations) and natural persons (human
individuals).
Corporations, as legal persons, cannot be imprisoned or executed, and
therefore are not equally under the
law. They can also be created or dissolved overnight, which means that
a corporation facing legal penalties
can simply avoid them by dissolving.
The Constitution protects religious
liberty as a personal right, based on
the human exercise of reason, dignity and conscience. The very foundation of the Constitution is built on
the idea of “natural rights,” the rights
which are inherent to every human
being regardless of law, circumstance
or beliefs. These rights include freedom of speech and freedom of exercise of religion.
Corporations, even with their status of legal personhood, do not have
any of these natural qualities and
should not therefore expect the exercise of those qualities to be protected. A corporation is a creation of the
law, and is therefore subject only to
the legal rights and mandates scripted by the government.
Blurring the lines between natural
rights and rights granted by the state
could create a dangerous precedent.
In January 2010, the Supreme Court
ruled in the Citizen’s United case to
protect the right of corporations to
freedom of speech. According to the
ruling, the First Amendment’s free
speech clause means unions and
corporations should be able to engage fully in the political process, and
as such, governments are restricted
from limiting their political spending.
Freedom of speech has been considered in American democracy to
be a natural human right. However,
granting this right to corporations
creates the perception that freedom
of speech is a privilege granted by the
state, which can just as easily be taken away.
If corporations already have the
right to freedom of speech, is freedom
of religion the inevitable next move?
And if a corporation can exercise religion, how long can we keep them
from demanding the right to vote as
well? Inarguably, corporations have
stronger natural interests in politics
than in religion, as evidenced by the
amount of money they spend influencing elections.
If the Supreme Court rules in favor of Hobby Lobby and Conestoga
Wood Specialties Corporation, corporations will have taken a significant
step towards redefining our legal understanding of natural personhood
and rights.
It may only be a matter of time
before Nike is voting Wal-Mart into
the office of President of the United
States.
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Not everyone gets to go home for Christmas.

Homeless for
the holidays
School breaks pose
challenges for students
whose families are overseas
Abigail Pollock

World/National Editor

For many students, the excitement
of the holidays revolves around the
opportunity to go home. Whether it’s the food made from your a
great-grandmother’s special recipe,
or a family tradition that no one else
would understand, our most important holidays are centered around the
celebration of family.
It can be easy to forget that the very
things we look forward to are the
things others have left behind.
Most international students and
third culture kids (TCKs) left their
families in their home country when
they came to Taylor. For those who
are far from home, school breaks can
be one of the most difficult times of
the year.
Anila Karunakar, assistant director for the Office of Intercultural Programs (OIP), described some of the
stressors these students face when it
comes to the holidays.

“Many students are unable to afford
the costs of going home for breaks.
Along with feelings of homesickness,
the holiday season also brings a sense
of homelessness. Year after year, our
students worry about travel costs and
being a burden on families that might
host them,” Karunakar said.
Some international students and
TCKs travel home in order to renew
their visas or simply celebrate with
family. Freshman Ashley Burkett, an
American citizen who grew up in
Ukraine, is thankful to be able to fly
home for Christmas instead of having to make holiday plans on her own.
“Students like me often don’t know
where to go during breaks. I do not
want to impose on other people’s family time, but I also don’t want to be
with strangers. Sometimes I feel like
the unwanted fifth wheel,” she said.
Not all students are fortunate
enough to go home. Instead, those
who can afford to travel might seek
out extended family or friends living in the states. Some even tour the
country on their own, hitting popular
destinations like New York City and
Los Angeles.
Junior Noa Iiboshi will be traveling
to Florida to spend Christmas with a

Ukraine (Ashley Burkett): Christmas in Ukraine is
celebrated Jan. 7 according to the Gregorian calendar, as in most other Orthodox Christian countries.
Christmas Eve is called “Holy Evening” or “Holy
Supper,” and involves a lavish dinner of at least twelve
different dishes. At the end of the evening, families
often sing Christmas carols together, and groups of
young people often go door to door singing and collecting donations for churches. Different regions of Ukraine also have their
own unique traditions, such as building Nativity scenes inside churches and
decorating blown eggs called “Pysanky” similar to Easter eggs.

former host family. She spent three
years of high school as an exchange
student in the U.S. and shared how
being away from her family in Japan
prepared her for college.
“Being away from my family for a
long time taught me to fully depend
on God’s provision. For the past two
spring breaks, I went on missions
trips through Taylor, and working
with orphans helped me to realize
how blessed I am. Even though I can
only go home once a year, I am so
thankful to have parents who love
and support me,” Iiboshi said.
Enhui Zhang, an ESL student from
China, won’t be traveling far from Upland this Christmas. However, she still
doesn’t know where she will be staying. She responded to an email from
the OIP office a few weeks ago, offering to help international students find
places to stay, but hasn’t yet found out
what family will be hosting her.
Anila Karunakar shared that the
email was part of a new host family
program being launched by the OIP
office.
“We are hoping that local faculty,
staff and local community will be willing to commit to hosting an international student for the entire year, if
needed, in order to give students a
greater sense of stability,” Karunakar
said.

“Being far away from my
parents has forced me to be
independent and take care of
myself as a responsible adult.”
International students often rely
on the hospitality of fellow students
and even professors over the holidays.
Judy Daudt, who works with TCKs
and international students, pointed
out that the Taylor community may
lack awareness when it comes to the
particular needs of these students.
“People often think about hosting
students just for the day of Thanksgiving or Christmas. However, they
don’t necessarily realize that since the
residence halls are closed for these
holidays, the student also needs housing and meals for the entire break,”
Daudt said.
She also encouraged families to

“He refused to be drawn into the politics
of hatred but rather saw the future
being one of color-blindness.”
Nelson Mandela
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host multiple students at a time,
sharing that her most memorable
Christmas ever was the year she and
her husband hosted one Venezuelan
and three Korean students for the entire break.
One of the goals of the new host
family program is to facilitate more
long-term relationships between international students and the Taylor
community. Extended stays in the
home of someone a student doesn’t
know well can be uncomfortable,
especially considering issues of culture shock, language barriers and
homesickness.
Bahamian student Morgan Worrell will be spending his Christmas in
Upland after graduating in December, and doesn’t plan to see his family within the year. Worrell pointed
out that culture shock, which can increase feelings of homesickness and
alienation, might be lessened if international students had more opportunities to interact with the American
Taylor community throughout their
college years.
Ashley Burkett also asked host families to be sensitive to the emotions
students might be experiencing.
“Without our families, we feel that
we have lost part of our identity. We
want to celebrate, but no one understands that under all the holiday
cheer, our hearts are hurting,” Burkett said.
Although having family overseas
can be very difficult, many students
are quick to point out the benefits.
“Being far away from my parents
has forced me to be independent and
take care of myself as a responsible
adult. I don’t have the luxury of having my parents solve my problems for
me,” Burkett said.
Enhui Zhang also shared her perspective on the benefits of attending
college away from her home country.
“I have always been close with my
family, but my relationship with my
parents has become even closer because of the distance. We talk a lot,
and have had to learn a lot of new
things together. When I miss them,
I realize how important they are to
me,” she said.

A R O U N D

THE WORLD

Japan (Noa Iiboshi): Christmas is not a
traditional holiday in Japan, as only 1% of the
population is estimated to be Christian. However, Christmas traditions such as holding parties
and exchanges gifts have come to Japan more
recently from the western world. Christmas
Eve especially is seen as a time for couples to
celebrate together by exchanging gifts, sharing a
romantic meal or going on walks to see the Christmas lights.

The Bahamas (Morgan Worrell): Christmas Day in the Bahamas often features the
traditional dinner, presents and mass. However, from Dec. 26 and Jan. 1 the Bahamas
celebrates a holiday known as Junkanoo. Its most distinctive
feature is a huge celebration featuring many people dressed
in brightly-colored costumes. Groups of 100 assemble for a
parade at 2 a.m. to dance down the streets in a celebration
said to be similar to Mardi Gras. Often, prizes are given to the
groups with the best costumes and performances.

China (Enhui Zhang): Christmas is not an official holiday in China,
so most offices, schools and shops remain open. However, shopping
sprees and the exchanging of presents are becoming more common,
and department stores are decorated with Christmas trees, twinkling
lights and festive decorations from November
through well into February. A tradition that’s
becoming popular on Christmas Eve is giving
apples. This is because, in Chinese, Christmas
Eve is called ‘Ping An Ye’ (which means silent
night), and the word for apple in Chinese is
‘Ping Guo’, which sounds similar.

Christmas around the World.

Nelson Mandela
South African hero
passes, a legacy lives on
Kari Travis

Co-Editor in Chief

He passed away last night at the age
of 95.
He is described as a freedom-fighter, a statesman and a symbol of the
fight against racial oppression.
But to those who lived under his
leadership, Nelson Mandela was
much more than just a political statement against the force of racial segregation in South Africa. For Nicholas
Kerton-Johnson, South African and
associate professor of political science, Mandela was an example of
grace, forgiveness and the strength
of the human spirit.

“He refused to be drawn into the
politics of hatred but rather saw the
future being one of color-blindness,”
Kerton-Johnson said. “In this way he
became, not just the father of black
South Africans fighting for freedom,
but the father of every South African—and a new nation.”
While Kerton-Johnson views the
death of Mandela as a chance to reflect on the leader’s many triumphs,
he also wants the world to remember
the leader’s weaknesses.
“We must be careful not to idolize him,” Kerton-Johnson added. “He
failed in many ways, not least over
his privileging of the African National Congress (ANC). But his failures indicate his humanity, and do not deny
the incredible legacy he left.”
That legacy includes Mandela’s

27-year imprisonment for attempts
to sabotage and overthrow South Africa’s apartheid government, as well
as his eventual release in February of
1990. Upon his release, Mandela assured South Africa he would work toward reconciliation—for both whites
and blacks.
Kerton-Johnson remembers standing under the balcony of the city
council building in Cape Town on the
very day that Mandela was released.
“Surrounded by thousands of people who had been oppressed, I was astounded by the love and joy of every
person, all eager to listen to a man
who we knew would help heal a nation,” Kerton Johnson said.
And Mandela’s is a legacy that
touched not only South Africa, but
the international community as a
whole. Even after retirement
from the South African presidency
in 1999, the outspoken leader continued to champion causes such as

human rights, world peace and the
fight against AIDS, according to CNN.
During his last public appearance in
July 2010, Mandela spoke out one last
time about the legacy he hoped South
Africa would remember—and continue to live.
“I would like to be remembered not
as anyone unique or special, but as
part of a great team in this country
that has struggled for many years, for
decades and even centuries,” he said.
“The greatest glory of living lies not in
never falling, but in rising every time
you fall.”
Kerton-Johnson, who calls Mandela one of the great statesman of the
twentieth century, will ultimately remember the leader’s successes and
failures as the very fabric of his legacy—and his humanity.
“South Africa lost a brave son and a
humble father,” Kerton-Johnson concluded. “I am honored to be able to
call him my first president.”

SThrough
CIENCE &TECH
the eyes

Online retailer Amazon released a video this
week of its newly-imagined Amazon Prime
Air, an unmanned aerial system (UAS) that
would deliver packages to customers within
30 minutes of their order.
Watching the skies
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of Google Glass
A Q&A with a glasstoting student
Samuel Bolds
Contributor

Google Glass, the latest tech innovation for your face, is only available
currently to a few thousand people.
Science and Tech interviewed Nathan Rassi, a junior management systems major, who purchased Glass last
month through a connection with a
developer.
How do they feel on your face?
They feel just like glasses or sunglasses. It isn’t really even noticeable
after about one day of getting used to
them. It’s out of the way, unless you
want to use it.
What is the interface like?
The interface is just a series of
“cards.” When you tap the side to
turn it on, there is a splash screen
with the time and “ok glass” written.
This is the screen where you can use
all of the voice commands (like send
a message, take a picture, take a note,
make a call, etc).
If you swipe to the right with the
touchpad on the side of Google Glass,
then all the the previous cards come
up with the time elapsed at the bottom right (4 mins ago, 1 hour ago).
These can be anything from tweets
and news articles to emails and text
messages or phone calls. Each of the
cards have submenus if you tap on
them, dependent on what type of card
it is. For example, if it is a tweet, you
can tap it and retweet it, or a text message will have a reply option, which
allows you to narrate a response.
On the left side, there are “pinned
cards” which are persistent and managed by the user. In addition, there is
a “settings” card on the left with Bluetooth and Wi-Fi preferences.
When you receive a new notification, it chirps in your ear, and turns
on to display the new message or notification if you tap the side.

Do you think this trend will
catch on?
In some form, yes. It may not be
Google Glass that ultimately takes
off, but wearable technology is definitely the way that tech is heading.
The future may not be in eyewear,
but in some form we are going to
slowly have technology come closer and closer to us. It really just depends on the public’s conception of
the product.
The technology is sound, but if it
becomes something that is socially
ostracized, people won’t wear them.
Google has spent significant time
and money developing and marketing Glass with an attempt to be ahead
of the curve.
What kind of apps are available?
First off, Glassware is what Google
is currently calling the “apps.” Apps do
not run on the device. It is all communication with a server with data being
sent back and forth. Apps are activated (or turned on), not installed.
Currently there are apps for CNN,
New York Times, Facebook, Google
Play Music, Google Now, golf GPS,
cycling/running, cooking recipes,
sports scores, a compass and more.
Google has not added the ability for
developers to add official Glassware
for mass consumption yet, but sometime soon the list of Glassware is going to explode.

Alex Mellen
Copy Chief

What is the sound quality like being transmitted into your ear?
It is a strange vibrating sensation. It
is cool and a unique part of Glass, but
. . . with the first version of Glass . . . it
is nearly impossible to hear anything.
For the second edition, they added a
mono bud (a single earpiece for the
right ear) to compensate for people
complaining that they couldn’t hear
the bone conduction speaker.
Public launch for the device was originally set in 2013, but speculators now believe that it will be summer to late 2014.
Visit google.com/glass to learn more.

Photograph by Luke Lines

Nathan Rassi models Google Glass, the latest in wearable tech.

What are they most useful for?
Anything that you want to do
hands-free. Personally, I love using
it while in a city to get walking directions or ask it where some good
restaurants are nearby. (And) it answers more questions than I could
have ever imagined. It is so foreign
from Siri’s “Would you like me to
search the web for that?” It will always
guess at your question and although
it isn’t always right, it will most often
lead you in the right direction (to a
web article). It is really something I
had to see to believe.

Watching
the skies
News organizations are
leading the charge in
adopting unmanned
aerial systems

How’s the battery life?
It is decent. I would say that it lasts
about 10-12 hours under moderate
use. That is one of the things that
Google is trying to work on as they
get closer to a full-fledged release.

The drones are coming.
Online retailer Amazon released a
video this week of its newly-imagined
Amazon Prime Air, an unmanned aerial system (UAS) that would deliver
packages to customers within 30 minutes of their order. Domino’s Pizza has
also been considering a drone delivery system this summer.

Glass responds to voice commands and by swiping the touchpad on the side.
But many proponents for drone usage don’t prefer the term “drone” because of its connotations.
“A drone is a militarized UAS,
which is why we use UAS rather than
drones in our language,” said Michael
Holmes, chair of journalism at Ball
State University (BSU). “But people
think of government surveillance and
missiles raining out of the sky when
they think of drones.”
Holmes wants UASes to be considered helpful tools the everyday
world. Holmes, news organizations
and other journalism instructors are
among the first to test the waters of
commercial UAS use. Commercial because current FAA (Federal Aviation
Administration) rules limit UAS activities to recreational users.
These regulations, which date back

to 1981, also limit UAS flight to 400 feet
above the ground and restrict flying
in populated areas or near airports.
Holmes and fellow BSU professor, chair of Telecommunications
Tim Pollard, are developing a graduate-level seminar class to discuss UAS
practices and policies.
“The goal is an understanding of
this brand new area where nobody
really knows where it’s going. It’s just
as important to us as the faculty at
the university . . . as it is for students,”
Pollard said.
Holmes agreed, stressing knowledge of safety and presentation before flying.
“(Students) need to know the legal
issues, the safety issues, the ethical
issues, and they need to become familiar with the practical issues of airborne photography and videography,
the aesthetics,” he said.
Some colleges have already purchased UAS and attempted flights.
The University of Missouri (Mizzou)
and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) own and operate UASes
as part of their journalism curriculum. They’ve also already butted up
against current government regulations for remote aircraft.
In July, Mizzou and UNL received
letters from the FAA, asking them to
apply for a Certificate of Authorization, since they are not recreational
flyers. They are grounded until they
can apply for a certificate and for 60
days while it’s being processed.
News organizations in other countries are already reporting with
UASes. CNN covered Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines Nov. 18 using
video footage from a UAS. The drone’s
camera panned across acres of debris,
showing the extent of the damage
better than a ground-based camera
and more cheaply than a helicopter.
This form of use is illegal currently in the U.S., but that hasn’t stopped
some. When a house explosion rocked
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the town of Liberty Center, Ohio,
WTVG flew a UAS above the scene
with permission from the emergency response team on the site, according to Pollard. Both groups benefited
from the overhead view and the safer alternative to sending people into
dangerous locations.
The FAA will be revising their regulations by 2015. Commercial and recreational flyers are awaiting the news
with bated breath.
“Right now, it’s really gray. Nobody knows right now,” Pollard said.
“That’s why everybody’s juggling right
now and advocating for this or that.”
Holmes understands where the resistance toward UAS is coming from,
but he remains optimistic.
“I think there’s so much demand,
the FAA is going to have to open it up,”
he said.
Several ethical issues face off in
the UAS debate. Journalists have freedom of the press by the 1st Amendment, but a small vehicle in the sky
can see people and places that used
to be private.
“If I’m flying around, and I’m on the
air live with my little video camera
and I’m 40 feet in the air, and I look
inside an apartment complex, did I violate your rights? Even though I’m in
open space?” Pollard wondered.
Safety is also a major concern. In
late August, an unknown person
flew a small camera-equipped drone
above a bull run in Virginia, according to WTVR news. The copter took
an unexpected dive and hit two people in the stands. Though they were
not seriously injured, the accident,
one of many, underscored Holmes’
point that anyone can currently go
to a hobby shop, purchase a UAS and
fly it without knowing anything about
operation or safety.
“There will be accidents, and that’s
why training, solid principles of safe,
ethical and legal operation, need to
be in place,” Holmes said.
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“Yes, some people love making statements
at events like Silent Night, but tonight is
not a night to break out your prom dress or
shiny tux.”
Silent Night: what not to wear
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Faculty facts: Judy Kirkland

Program assistant Judy
Kirkland shares about her life
Gracie Fairfax
Staff Writer

Judy Kirkland grew up right next
door to Taylor University in Upland,
Ind. She is a Taylor graduate, a loving
mother and grandmother.
As Christmas comes ever closer,
Judy looks forward to hearing her favorite Christmas song, “O Holy Night,”
and watching her favorite Christmas
movie, “White Christmas.” Currently she is on staff at Taylor University as the Program Assistant for the
Communications Department and
is always hard at work with a smile
on her face.
What do you love most about
your job?
I love getting to interact with the
students on a daily basis. I work more
with theater students than anyone
else, and just being able to see them
behind the scenes as well as on stage
and getting to know them personally.
What do you love about TU?
It really gets overused, but I think
the word community comes to mind.
We all get tired of hearing it, but I
think it’s true. There is something
different about this setting that you
don’t find in other schools and other
areas or walks of life: the true caring
for one another and being there for
one another.

because of changing my major.
What do you love about
What did you study while at Taylor? What’s your favorite Christmas
TU students?
I was a biology major for three tradition?
I love the genuineness. Being able years and then graduated with a deMy favorite Christmas tradition is
to get to know the students and feel gree in social work. I switched from decorating the tree as a family and
like we’re really a part of their lives, biology to social work because I re- listening to Christmas music.
that we’re not just in a working rela- alized that social work was more my
tionship where the faculty and staff calling. I didn’t go on to use it pro- What is your favorite Tayare up here and the students are fessionally, but I benefitted from the lor tradition?
down here. It’s more of a one-on-one training and now I sometimes use
Silent Night. It is, at least as far as I
those skills in my daily interactions. know, very unique to Taylor. It’s just
equal friendship relationship.
I did have to stay an extra semester a fun community-building and now,
nationally-recognized, event.
What can you tell us about
your family?
I am married and I have two adult
If you could live anywhere in
daughters and two granddaughthe world, where would it be
ters. I live in Marion and my oldest
and why?
is married and lives in Noblesville,
Northern Michigan. I began going
Ind. She works at Riverview Hospito Au Sable, a biological field statal. My younger daughter lives with
tion then owned by Taylor when I
us and she works full time and is
was just a few months old. My dad
taking classes. She has two daughtaught there for the biology deters who also live with us. The litpartment. I fell in love with the surroundings—the lakes, evergreens,
tle ones are involved in sports so
we like to go to their practices and
white birch trees, as well as the
games.
campfires, popcorn on the beach
I grew up in Upland as a profesand s’mores over the fire. We have
sor’s kid. I graduated from Taylor,
carried on this tradition with my
got married, and became a stay-atfamily and now spend a week on
home mom. I then worked as our
the lake there every summer.
church secretary before returning
to Taylor as the publicity coordinaIf you could give any advice to
tor for theatre and the Performing
students that you wish you had
Artist Series. When Carol Owen reknown at their age, what would
tired as the program assistant for
it be?
Communication and Media ComDon’t take life too seriously. Enjoy
munication, I took over the responevery minute of it. Plan for the fusibilities as the program assistant
ture, but enjoy where you are right
for the department.
now, where God has put you.

Do you find yourself aching for advice
on your first-world problems? Are
you losing sleep over annoying issues
that keep turning up day after day?

Judy Kirkland
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ASK ANGELINA.
Send questions to:
lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com

ASK

ANGELINA
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Silent Night: what not to wear
With Silent Night only hours away, your outfit should already be pressed and steamed. But for those of you who are
panicking last minute at your wardrobe malfunctions, here are a few things not to wear to tonight’s special game.

Formal wear-- Yes, some

Bundled up-- Even though

First, you could eat all of your food
as soon as you get it so he doesn’t
have a chance to steal it. The KSAC
is open every day; you can work off
the extra pounds there.
You could buy a refrigerator
with a padlock and stand guard
over your food all day. Who cares
if you fail your classes? As long as
you have food. At last resort, you
could hide it in the corner of your
bed where the dirty socks collect.
It’s a healthy environment that
promises to enhance the flavor of
your treats.
Let’s pause for a second. You’re
an adult. He’s an adult. Whatever happened to just sitting down
and talking out problems? Perhaps
you’ve never tried and maybe that’s
your issue. Sometimes all that annoying little roommate problems
need is an honest talk. Just man up
and tell him to cut it out. It’s not
that difficult, I promise.
But, if you’re especially bitter,
try sabotaging him by switching
his toothpaste and shampoo.
I’m sure that would put his taste
buds out of business for awhile.
But that would never happen at a
Christian school.

BIBLICALLY ROOTED + THEOLOGICALLY FORMED

people love making statements
at events like Silent Night, but
tonight is not a night to break
out your prom dress or shiny tux.
Forgot about fancy; crazy fans
could destroy your pretty clothes.
Save those for Sing Noel.

the AC will be turned all the way
up, with people packed into every
corner of the gym, everyone will be
sweating within the first quarter.
Let’s leave the hat, gloves, scarves
and jackets in the closet.

Dear Angelina, my roommate
always eats my food. How do I tell
him to stop?

Giant costumes --

Short shorts-- That’s

While costumes are the goal
of the night, showing up in a
complete head to toe outfit
only guarantees extreme heat.
However, this gingerbread man
just might make a special appearance tonight. Look for him
wearing a toga.

right, gentlemen, Silent Night is
NOT the perfect chance for you
to bare it all, contrary to popular belief. Please, for the sake
of everyone in the gym, at least
wear long shorts or a shirt. Better yet, try wearing both.

Photographs by Luke Lines

DC RECIPE WEEK

OF THE

by YOU

Looking for a new take on a sandwich?
Try this twist on the classic grilled cheese. Grab two slice of your favorite
Email your inventions to
bread and add at least two different kinds of cheese to it. Top off with plenty of
tomatoes and slather hot sauce over them. Pop it in the panini press for a couple lifeandtimes.echo@gmail.com
of minutes and enjoy it with a side salad or fries. It’s even vegetarian friendly!

TOP
TWEETS
Sarahruth Brown @thedairylife
If someone doesn’t get trampled at
the library printer this week, I will
honestly be surprised. #TaylorU
#DeadWeek

Echograms #TaylorU
The Biblical and Theological Studies Department at Wheaton
College Graduate School gives students an appreciation for
the depth of our evangelical Christian heritage, thanks to an
accomplished faculty from a spectrum of denominations. Faculty
provide a rich, interdisciplinary learning environment where
biblical reflection and theological discussion go beyond the
classroom. In the context of traditional biblical Christianity,
faculty members are committed to helping students understand
the theological underpinnings of their lives and calling within
the context of Christ’s Kingdom. We invite YOU to prayerfully
consider exploring our community at Wheaton College
Graduate School.

WHEATON.EDU/THEOLOGY

#TaylorU’s

lydia c-j markovich @lydzfidz
No #taylorU you can’t tell me how
to live my life. If I want to light a
candle. I’m lighting a candle.
Matt Walters @MattWalters10
#PCOH the one night of the year
that girls flock to sammy #TaylorU
William Hussey @WilliamHussey56
I don’t care how sleep deprived or
sick of studying you are, Christmas
music makes it all better. #TaylorU
#Chapel
Baleigh Hill @bbutton6
Definition of #deadweek: do
homework and study until we all
die. #TaylorU
Zach Reiner @Zachdramaless
Insert selfie [ ] Insert irrelevant
Bible verse [ ] Merry Christmas
#TaylorU

themeqhann: “Servant Leadership: Refusing to
take the last doughnut at #pcoh #tayloru”

ericksolomon: “Christmas at @tayloru is one
of a kind. #christmas #tayloru”

Emily Cole @emilyrenecole
So ... dead week is actually death
week! #TaylorU I’m afraid to know
what Exam week is ... Alive week?
#No

A&E

Aside from the musical performances, Sing
Noel will also use spoken language to tell
the story of the gospel and the reason we
celebrate this time of year.
Get excited for Christmas with Sing Noel
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‘Catching Fire’
burns bright
“Hunger Games” sequel is
violent and exciting, but
also makes you think
David Seaman
A&E Co-Editor

Movies based off young adult novels,
such as “The Hunger Games,” can go
two ways: “Harry Potter” or something else. The “Harry Potter” franchise is a beloved book series that
became a critically and commercially successful movie franchise. On the
other hand, you can have a popular
teen fantasy novel such as “Eragon”
turn into a financial and critical dud
(Skip the film and read the book. And
if you watched the film . . . I am so,
so sorry).
Luckily, “The Hunger Games:
Catching Fire,” the sequel to last
year’s hit, reaches for Hogwarts-level heights and mostly succeeds. It’s
already the biggest November film
debut of all time, burning up the box
office. With an impressive cast and a
suspenseful plot, “Catching Fire” improves upon its already-fine predecessor. It’s a good movie . . . most of
the time.

“The first ‘Hunger Games’ was
more sophisticated and adult
than most films based on young
adult novels, and ‘Catching
Fire’ is no exception.”
Based on the book by Suzanne Collins, “Catching Fire” takes place a year
after the first “Hunger Games” film.
In the fictional country of Panem,
the evil Capitol rules supreme. After

winning the 74th Hunger Games, in
which children and teens are forced
to fight to the death to honor the
Capitol, Katniss Everdeen and Peeta
Mellark return to their impoverished
District 12. Life for these two is not
how it is shown on television; while
Katniss and Peeta are portrayed as
gushy lovers for the cameras of Panem, in real life they have a strained
and awkward relationship. Katniss
would much rather help her family
and hunt with her friend Gale than
smile for the camera, much less enter
another Hunger Games.
But she and Peeta are superstars
because of their manufactured love,
and they are forced to go on a “Victor’s Tour” to the other districts. President Snow, the sinister leader of the
Capitol, notices the courage and bravery Katniss inspires for the other districts and secretly plans to have her
killed. This leads to the Quarter Quell,
where Snow changes the 75th Hunger
Games so that previous winners from
each district compete again. Once
again, Katniss and Peeta are forced
to kill. There are much bigger plans at
work than either of them know about,
however.
The first “Hunger Games” was more
sophisticated and adult than most
films based on young adult novels,
and “Catching Fire” is no exception.
The series itself is a satire of media
violence and reality TV. Panem (or
at least the leaders of Panem) think
people love watching the drama
and the peril of people killing each
on live television. Artificial relationships are forged to manipulate an audience into caring for killers. Behind
the scenes, however, we see how all
this mayhem affects the characters.
Katniss still has nightmares from the
people she had to murder in the first
film. The people of Panem can never imagine the horrors she has gone
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through.
The audience is able to feel for Katniss, thanks to Jennifer Lawrence’s
great performance. She seems stonecold and emotionless, but Lawrence
gives us a sense of emotion and sadness behind her tough exterior. The
viewer is fully on her side as we see
her confront the atrocities of an increasingly immoral Capitol. When
she cries, it looks and feels natural.
We want to see her win.
The film boasts an impressive cast
of veteran actors and relative newcomers. Standouts include Donald
Sutherland as the slimy President
Snow and Jeffrey Wright as the
strange new contestant (or “tribute”) who relies more on smarts than
strength. Stanley Tucci deliciously
hams it up as Caesar Flickerman, the
announcer and commentator for the
Games. He’s a caricature of a reality
TV host pushed to the extreme, and
it’s fascinating to relate his performance to real- life presenters.
It’s a shame the two lead males are
underused. Both Josh Hutcherson and
Liam Hemsworth have decent chemistry with Lawrence (Hemsworth
slightly more so) but they lack interesting personalities. Hutcherson is a
good actor, but his Peeta has the charisma of a sack of flour. There’s just
too little screen time for Hemsworth
as Gale to really get anything out of
his character. Sam Claflin as Finnick
does much better, combining a cocky
attitude with some subtle complexity. Jena Malone is also a surprise as
the sarcastic but vulnerable tribute
Johanna Mason.
“Catching Fire” has its flaws. After
a tense and suspenseful first act, the
film slips into tedium and confusion
toward the end. The obstacles the
tributes have to go through, such as
a spinning island and electric force
fields, aren’t nearly as cool as they
should be. Only a chase from poisonous fog and a fight against mutated
apes match the excitement of what is
promised. The cat-and-mouse hunt
between the tributes is much more
interesting—as well as thought-provoking—to watch.
Ironically, the presence of violence

is another flaw. The film’s themes
backfire in places. I actually wanted to see how the Games would go
down and who would take out whom.
The film is anti-violence, and it does
a good job of not focusing on the
bloodshed, but let’s be honest here:
We want to see Katniss take out the
competition. It’s hard to show the effects of the violence without making
it seem cool.
The finale is the main problem. The
end is incoherent if you haven’t read
the book. After a successful build-up,
the film ends with a whimper. To be
honest, the whole thing feels like a cable TV cliffhanger. Most films leading
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up to a sequel have at least some resolution, and, sadly, that’s missing here.
Other than a few hiccups, “Catching Fire” is a fine adventure film that
has some serious themes mixed in
with the action and suspense. It offers
superior acting, decent special effects
and a story that draws you in. Like
the “Harry Potter” franchise before
it, “The Hunger Games” movies are
well-made films with complex questions about courage, sacrifice and the
effects of violence. Here’s hoping the
two sequels live up to, and in some
parts improve, upon the good that’s
come before.

Editor’s Picks

Photograph by strefawalkingdead.pl

Graphic by ehads.com

Photograph by Luke Lines

TU Chorale prepares for the big show on Saturday.

Get excited
for Christmas
with Sing Noel
Photograph by www.fact.co.uk

David Seaman

A&E Co-Editor

Movies, music, books, TV: as an Arts &
Entertainment editor, I try to keep up
with them all. There is a lot of junk in
the entertainment industry, but there
is almost always something worth
recommending. Make sure to check
these out during the holiday season.

Music: “Ordinary Love” by U2

U2’s first song since 2010’s “No
Line on the Horizon” was written for
the upcoming film “Mandela: Long
Walk to Freedom.” The song reflects
upon Mandela’s life, but like most U2
songs, the lyrics are universal. “Ordinary Love” is ridiculously catchy, and
Bono’s voice seems better than ever.
Adam Clayton also provides a fantastic bass line. The song was released

Nov. 30 as a free download release Disney heartwarmer.
on U2’s website to paid subscribers.
It will be given a limited release some- TV: “The Walking Dead”
time in the future.
If you haven’t been keeping up with
this post-apocalyptic hit, now’s your
Movie: “Saving Mr. Banks”
chance. The mid-season finale aired
Now in theaters, “Saving Mr. Banks” Dec. 1 and was quite the emotionis the story of the making of the be- al roller coaster. This fourth season
loved Disney classic “Mary Poppins.” has upped the zombies and the surEmma Thompson stars as P.L. Tra- vival aspect and remains focused on
vers, the author of the book, who is good character development. The
reluctant to have Walt Disney put his producers of the show repeatedly
touches on the film. Tom Hanks plays say the show is about the survivor’s
Disney, and his performance is gath- actions, not the undead. Would you
ering Oscar buzz. His terrific work in turn against your friends and fam“Captain Phillips” has also made him ily if it meant living one more day?
a Best Actor performance, so it will Although the zombie action is fun,
be interesting to see which perfor- it’s the themes and characters that
mance will be nominated, if not both. drive a show like this. Make sure to
Along with Emma Thompson’s hon- lumber back when the show returns
est performance, “Saving Mr. Banks” in February.
is a touching and old-fashioned

Holiday music to be
performed this Saturday
Erin Fuhr

A&E Co-Editor

Ensemble. Another group called Salaam, who performs music from the
Middle East, is also set to perform.
They sung at Sing Noel last year, and
many students are excited for their
return.
Aside from the musical performances, Sing Noel will also use spoken language
to tell the story of the gospel and
the reason we celebrate this time
of year.
After the performance, everyone
is invited to a reception held in the
Dining Commons for fellowship and
dessert. Both Sing Noel and the reception are free.

Taylor University is full of traditions,
and one of these is Sing Noel, the vibrant and cultural musical Christmas celebration.
This year, the show’s lineup will
feature music from all over the world
and in 15 languages on Sunday, Dec. 7.
Held in Rediger Auditorium, musical
groups will perform a Christmas concert for Taylor students and faculty.
This year, the lineup features
groups from all over campus. Adoration Chorus, a women’s chorus group
open to all Taylor women by audition,
Sing Noel will begin at 7:30 p.m.,
will perform, along with the Taylor
Ringers, a handbell group featuring and the reception will begin short13 students, as well as the TU Brass ly after the concert concludes.

FEATURES

“The Native American culture is fascinating
and it needs to be preserved. Paul’s plan for
a Native American encampment . . . would
educate schoolchildren and adults alike
about the true Indian culture.”
Preserving the past

TheEchoNews.com

The new sign language club on Taylor’s campus is bringing a new perspective to campus thanks to founder Jonathan Welde.
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Photograph by Jonathan Welde

S I G N S AT TAY LO R
The new sign language
club on Taylor’s campus is
opening doors for discussion
about deaf culture thanks
to founder Jonathan Welde.

in a very big farming (and) agricultural area,” Welde explained. “Farmer’s
market time taught me a lot about
business. Being profoundly deaf, I had
to learn to deal with different people.”
Although he enjoyed farming and
working with his family, he wanted
to try something different. He began
working at Yellowstone National Park
as an archaeologist.
“We did archaeological field surveys,
specifically working with the Crow
and the northern Cheyenne,” Welde
explained. “It was like having a fantastic internship.”

the back of your mind that if something happens you have to care for
that person,” Welde explained.
While at Taylor, Welde has been
able to move from his job at Yellowstone into a new job. “This past year
I retired out of that to work in IT sysLindsay Robinson
tems,” Welde said. “It is a lot closer to
what I want to do.”
Contributor
Although his home is in Wyoming,
In a classroom on Tuesdays at 7
he found his way to Taylor after visiting. He stayed in Wengatz during
p.m., a group of students gather to
learn a new type of communication
his visit and was impressed by what
called American Sign Language (ASL).
he saw. “It was one of the first times
This is the sign language club, and
I knew the concept of a close-knit
they meet every week to expand their
Christian community. I was very imknowledge of ASL, thanks to freshman
pressed at how much the guys were
“It was one of the first times
Jonathan Welde.
very
welcoming,” Welde said.
I knew the concept of a closeWelde, a Taylor freshman, was born
Deciding not to take a scholarship
knit Christian community.”
legally deaf. Although he wears a
at a state college in his home state,
hearing aid and speaks well, he comhe entered Taylor as a business/sysmunicates mostly by reading lips or
Communication was crucial in a tems major.
signing.
work environment where your life of“The professors, they care a lot
Like many people at Taylor, he has a ten depended on your fellow cowork- about what they are teaching. A lot
story of how he ended up surrounded ers. “Often you are quite a ways from of them apply it in a biblical way,” Welby cornfields in a town called Upland. a hospital. You have to figure out how de said.
Welde worked on his family’s agri- to deal with something when someHe continues to be impressed by
cultural farm for most of his life. “I live one is hurt. There’s always the idea in the maturity of the students and

Preserving the past

Photograph by Alex Cook

Paul Plant, owner of Holdridge Leather Company in Upland, Ind., is creating a
Native American encampment in Indiana to educate people across the world,
combat Native American stereotypes and create economic development.

1600s Native American
encampment is being
developed in Indiana to
bring forth educational
opportunities for people
across the world.
Kaleigh Zierk
Features Editor

When driving through the streets of
Upland, Ind., one may expect to find
gas stations, a town hall, small diners,

a post office and other typical businesses and places that are part of
small towns. But just off of the main
road resides a blue building with the
sign “Holdridge Leather Company.”
Not only does the business offer custom leather goods, but is stocked with
a variety of Native American artifacts
and is owned and operated by a Native American family.
Paul Plant has lived in Upland for
seven years and is the master leather
craftsman at Holdridge Leather. His
grandfather established Holdridge

Leather in 1930 to encourage and
create commerce for people on the
Tuscarora Reservation in New York.
Plant, born and raised in New York,
inherited the family business.
However, being a leather craftsman
is only an extension of what he has
done his entire life. Inside Holdridge
Leather, Plant displays an assortment
of artifacts and items he has made
by hand, ranging from naturally-dyed
turtle shells to hides and furs.
After moving to Upland, Plant was
introduced to LaRea Slater, president
of the Matthews Area Chamber and
member of Our Town Upland, Inc., by
George Dicken, writer for the Chronicle-Tribune. Slater lent a huge hand
in securing a building to operate
Holdridge Leather and helping the
business grow to provide economic
opportunity in Upland.
Plant officially retired a couple
years ago, but is using his passion for
the Native American culture to create
a Native American encampment in
Indiana. He is currently in the process
of pursuing funding, but many plans
are in store for the future.
The broad purpose for the encampment is twofold. The first aspect is
to bring awareness and preserve the
Native American culture, and put to
rest misconceptions and inaccuracies that have formed throughout
society. The second is for it to be a
nature preserve.
It will be an encampment that
represents five geographical areas of
North America: the Plains, Southwest,
Southeast, Northwest and Northeast.
Each area will have about five families
living as if it were the 1600s.

kindness of the professors. However, it wasn’t too long until he realized
something else about the Taylor community. “I got to campus and I quickly
learned I was the only deaf person on
campus,” Welde said.
He saw an opportunity to teach
Taylor a new type of culture through
sign language. After talking to professor of communications Jessica
Rousselow-Winquist, he and sophomore Veronica Toth started the sign
language club. The first meeting was
held Oct. 22 and boasted a total of
30 participants.
“We kind of started it at an awkward
time in the middle of the semester. I
wasn’t expecting the turnout we got
with 30 the first time and 15 regular
people,” Toth said.

“There is not much of a deaf
culture (at Taylor), but there are
people who know sign language.”
The club has been going through
the first 100 signs on Lifeprint, an
“These people aren’t gonna be
dressed in regalia . . . and living that
kind of life 24/7,” Plant said, chuckling. “They are somewhat actors,
even though it’s our own culture, it’s
our own heritage, we are still doing
something out of the norm . . . These
individuals will be living 1600s style,
making jewelry, clothing, farming,
raising livestock, processing hides,
meat, food, medicinal herbs, plants,
that kind of thing.”

“(The encampment) is going
to fix a lot of wrongs for a lot of
people, and is going to create
opportunities and economic
development for a lot of people.”
Plant explains there are many areas
of the encampment, but described a
couple pertaining to nature and way
of life. “We will remove all invasive
species, non-native species, plant
and animal, and repopulate with the
traditional native plants, herbs, that
kind of thing . . . The traditional methods of hunting, gathering, processing
will be incorporated into the educational area. In that way, there is gonna be an excess . . . of materials that
can then be sold to the general public
through a number of ways.”
The encampment will also have educational value. In addition to the living history, there will also be classes
offered that will cover a wide range
of aspects of Native American culture.
Not only will the encampment benefit society as a whole, but possible
opportunities for college students
may also be made available.

online teaching tool.
“It’s a whole new experience,” Toth
said. “This is just like a test to see how
we would do it and what to do, what
people would want.”
Anyone who is interested in learning sign language or improving on
what they already know is welcome
to attend. There are no requirements
for the class and a wide variety of ASL
skill sets are present. “I don’t know
that much so I will be trying to keep
up with the class myself,” Welde said.
Both leaders would like to see the
sign language club grow and have
been incredibly impressed by the return they have seen so far.
“Deaf culture is like a different
type of culture,” Toth said. “There is
not much of a deaf culture (at Taylor) but there are people who know
sign language.”
Welde would love to see his club
reach out into the Taylor and Upland
community, but he continues to be
amazed by the feedback he receives
from his work with the club and attributes all the glory to God.
“To expand on the educational portion of it, this facility, which will become an institution, is a phenomenal
opportunity,” Plant said. “An internship program, if it can be accredited
through the school, would be of great
value to the students that would be
majoring in anything from economics to business administration to anything that would apply.”
Plant also hopes to see visitors from
outside Indiana. “We’re going to bring
people from across the country. We
are anticipating, and realistically we
will have visitors coming to the facility internationally, as well,” Plant said.
Slater has also been heavily involved in the development of
the encampment.
“The Native American culture is fascinating and it needs to be preserved,”
Slater said. “Paul’s plan for a Native
American encampment . . . would educate schoolchildren and adults alike
about the true Indian culture. The
authentic pow wows give visitors a
taste of what such an encampment
might be.”
Plant is equipped with much
knowledge and passion for the Native American culture, and is eager to
educate people across the world, but
the purpose goes beyond education.
“I can’t really answer how I started
this or what I intend to accomplish
through it, other than saying it’s going to fix a lot of wrongs for a lot of
people, and is going to create opportunities and economic development
for a lot of people,” Plant said.

OPINIONS
TheEchoNews.com

Bounce
theory

Hanson Reed
Opinions Editor

Our government is a mess. I don’t
think there are many who would
disagree with that. However, I think
there is a substantial amount of undue optimism floating around as to
where we are headed. We hear horror
stories of rising debt and unfunded
liabilities, injustice and loss of liberty. We admit things are bad, but are
they really that bad? This is America, where we’re never more than an
election or two from turning things
around.
Label me a pessimist if you must,
but I just don’t believe this.
I don’t believe in the America. Not
as it has ever been, and certainly not
as it is today.
I don’t believe in the government.
I don’t believe in The People. I don’t
believe in us.
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I don’t believe in the government
because it is a train wreck, a disaster, a nuclear clustercuss of injustice,
waste, fraud and self-servers. I don’t
believe in The People because we are
just that, people. Whatever we build
is already broken, and each generation gets its chance to break whatever the previous didn’t.
What I believe in are ideas.
I don’t believe in America. I believe
in the idea behind it. I believe men
should be free. Long after the United States is lost to history, this idea
will carry on.
But I still have hope for America.
I was born an American, and I will
die an American. Patriotism has become a dirty word to many. If patriotism means blind devotion to one’s
country, then yes, I would agree
that patriotism is evil and should
be eradicated from the earth. If you
are a patriot because you believe in
America, then your patriotism will
be short lived, taking blow after blow
every time something happens that
doesn’t line up with the America
you believe in until you are forced
to make the choice to either give up
your patriotism or turn a blind eye
(which sounds dangerously akin to
blind devotion).
To me, all patriotism means is
not giving up. Bad things are going
to happen, and it may look like our
days as a free nation are numbered.
They probably are. Nothing lasts forever. But where would we be if people gave up on America every time
things looked dark? Less is lost when
a bad man fights for his cause than
when a good man refuses to. I believe in freedom, and I believe it is
worth fighting for in America.
So far I have said that I don’t believe we can turn things around the
traditional way and I don’t believe
in America, and paradoxically that
I have hope for America and think
freedom is worth fighting for. Where
then, is my hope placed?
I hope America, and specifically the federal government, crashes
and burns. I hope the politicians I
oppose get everything they want. I
would love to see their entire agenda carried out with minimal opposition. I want this because I am not a
betting man, and yet I am willing to
bet my last dime that it won’t work.
To get our country back on track,
a lot of people are going to be hurt,
especially people dependent on the
federal government. As it stands, the
left never really gets everything they
want. There have been times when
they get most of it, but there has always been a countering force. I’m
not talking about parties here. Democrats can sound pretty dang conservative when it’s the Republicans
trying to pass something that would
grow the government. What I would
like to see is what happens if the left
can no longer complain about all of
the “compromising” they do.
The left needs opposition. They
need someone to blame their failures on, and someone to slow down
the implementation of their policies.
Without the right, the frog would be
thrown straight into boiling water,
no gradual increase.
You know what happens next: the
frog jumps out. The phoenix rises
from the ashes. The public awakens.
It’s no coincidence that the roaring
twenties directly followed the rapid
government expansion that coincided with World War One.
This is not a call to action. I am
not encouraging you to stop voting your mind in lieu of strategy.
I’m just speaking mine. Obama has
three more years. I honestly hope he
gets everything he asks for, and that
when we hit the bottom, we bounce.

If patriotism means blind devotion to
one’s country, then yes, I would agree that
patriotism is evil and should be eradicated
from the earth.
Bounce Theory
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Dissatisfied customer
Angelina Burkholder
Life & Times Co-Editor

Registration. It comes twice a year
and creates unbelievable stress for
students and professors alike. Overrides and four year plans. Advisor
meetings and RAC sheets. Classes fill
up and schedules change. It’s a mess.
And at a small liberal arts school, it’s
nothing short of a nightmare.
Let’s back up a little. Remember
when you came to Taylor to visit
and your tour guides raved about
small classes? I do, and at the time
I believed it was the best thing that
could ever happen to me. I thought
there was just nothing better than intimate classes of 20 students falling
in love with academics as a caring
professor watched over our brilliant
progress. But now when registration
time rolls around and a class fills
up on the first day, it’s a curse. Plain
and simple.That four year plan from
freshman year changes at least six
times before graduation.
Now, when projects roll around
and a student needs personal feedback from a professor, small classes
are the dream. But with small classes come small enrollment numbers
and that means someone somewhere on this campus is getting
cheated.
Correct me if I’m wrong, but every
student pays $37,000 a year and, with
an enrollment of 1,847 undergraduates, that brings the University’s total to $68,339,000. That’s a stunning
number and it doesn’t even include
graduate programs or part-time students. We, the students, are the income of schools. We are the ones

who put money in professors’ pockWhen Euler was built, more classets. And what we often get in return rooms were installed. But how many
are classes with no room.
new professors were hired? We have
the facilities to create a larger academic base, yet nothing happens,
Here at Taylor, we pay more
and every year in November and April,
students sit frustrated in front of their
than twice the amount of money
laptops, staring at full classes and a
students at state schools pay and messed up four year plan.
we can’t even get into the classes
In 2016, a spectacular new student
we need in order to graduate.
union will engulf the chapel and students will have more space to interact with each other. But instead of
When you go into a store to buy a building this new union, perhaps we
new product or you invest in new ca- should place our emphasis on hiring
ble or phone company, you make sure more professors and building even
to check and double check all the fea- more classrooms. With more profestures, right? But as fate would have it, sors come more classes—and easithere’s always something about your er registration. We could make sure
purchase that you discover only af- students actually graduate in four
ter forking over the cash. One part years without experiencing overload
doesn’t work the way you thought it or having to take four summer classwould, and a feature wasn’t explained es. I wish we focused on the most imwell enough in the brightly-colored portant problems first. After all, we
advertisements. You feel deceived. came here with the priority of learnIn anger and frustration, you search ing, not just the hope of building
the instructions for some explanation. relationships.
And then, you discover the very teeLet’s flash back to high school days
ny-tiny fine print. You squint at it and of touring colleges again. Remember
realize you were fooled.
all that you learned on that tour? I
That’s not to discount this universi- do.The history of Sammy statues, the
ty’s seventh year title and running of craziness of Silent Night, spectacufinishing as the number one school lar chapel attendance, the hype of
in the midwest. Obviously there is Airband and of course, all the new
some academic depth and breadth. building projects and 10-year plans
But how can we make that even Taylor has. When we bought this exdeeper and wider? Yes, community pensive treasure of education, maymatters and the memories we leave be we should have read the fine print
Taylor with are stupendous, but we before we screamed in exhilaration
can’t all stay at Taylor forever. When at our acceptance letter. We’re paywe’re held here an extra semester on ing for services that aren’t even availaccount of full classes in previous se- able all the time. No returns and no
mesters, academic success doesn’t exchanges.
seem quite so successful anymore.

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
Hanson_Reed@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION
TheEchoNews.com/Sports

Women’s basketball hangs tough with No. 2 in NAIA
Steve Nafziger

a career-high 13 points on 5-of-6
shooting and five rebounds.
The Trojans struggled to stop
Saint Francis denied Taylor women’s Shurn and the Cougars in the paint
basketball’s upset bid on Wednesday as Saint Francis outscored Taylor 54night as they fell to No. 2 Saint Francis 38 and allowed Saint Francis to pull
84-71 in Odle Arena.
down 15 offensive rebounds. Taylor
Saint Francis was in control early in did manage to make all 13 of their free
the first half as they opened a 15-point throws, but the Cougars went to the
lead just five minutes into the game. line 36 times and were able to convert
This was propelled by a 19-2 run as 23 of those attempts.
the Cougars climbed out to an early
The Trojans won the rebound
19-4 lead.
battle 37-35, but ultimately their 19
Taylor managed to chip away at the turnovers caught up to them as Saint
lead throughout the first half with Francis capitalized scoring 24 points
the help of momentum-swinging off the mistakes.
3-pointers by senior guard Kelci
Freds. The Trojans were able to pull
within six points before halftime as
The Trojans are home again
the Cougars took a 42-36 lead into the
Saturday
as they take on Marian
locker room.
in
a 7 p.m. tipoff.
Taylor was able to capitalize
on a few Saint Francis misses in
the second half as they reclaimed
their first lead since the opening
possession. The lead change came by
a baseline jumper from sophomore
Monica Compton with 8:05 remaining
in the game.
After seven lead changes in the next
two minutes, Saint Francis closed the
game on an 18-4 run with all 18 of the
Cougars points coming from Skylarr
Shurn and Taylor Akyah. Shurn ended
the game with a game-high 34 points.
Akyah added 23.
Senior Becca Daniels led the
Trojans with 17 points and nine
rebounds while playing solid interior
defense. Freds ended the game with
12 points and four assists, as she shot
3-for-6 from deep. Compton added
Sports Writer

Throughout the 2013 campaign, the team
recorded the four-best team times and five of
the top-10 team times in program history.
Taylor cross country gives strong showing
in Nationals
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THE WATERBOY
This is not a column titled after the 1998
comedy with Adam Sandler. It’s a place to
take a break from the action, step over to
the bench and let me refresh you with a cold
cup of sports knowledge. Every other week,
I’ll give a response to the professional and
college sports worlds’ latest controversy.

Iron Fold
Jeff Yoder

Sports Editor

With one second left in the fourth
quarter and the game knotted at 2828, Alabama’s freshman kicker Adam
Griffith attempted a 57-yard field goal
for the win…
The stakes were high, yet simple. The winner gets a spot in the
SEC championship game. The loser
doesn’t. With the No. 4 Auburn Tigers
hosting the No. 1 Alabama Crimson
Tide in the classic Iron Bowl rivalry,
this game meant a whole lot more
Photography By: Timothy P. Riethmiller
than it had in recent years. It was the
first winner-take-all showdown in
Iron Bowl history.
Top: Senior Becca Daniels
The game took place last Saturday
tallied 17 points and nine
night in Auburn, Ala. and was the secrebounds Wednesday.
ond time both teams met ranked in
the top-five. The first occurrence in
1971 was a victory by No. 3 Alabama
Left: Senior Kelci Freds
over No. 5 Auburn 31-7 in Birminglooks to pass in Wednesday’s
ham, Ala.
game with Saint Francis.
Other top ranked teams across the
country became avid Auburn fans for
one night only, and if you don’t beBottom: Women’s cross
lieve me then check the video of Ohio
country team and head
State’s reaction after the game. If Alacoach Quinn White pose
bama fell, the national championship
following Nationals.
talk would get a lot more interesting
with Florida State, Ohio State and
Missouri staying afloat in the murky
Photography By: Timothy P. Riethmiller
waters of the BCS (Bowl Championship Series).
The week before the 2013 Iron Bowl,
Auburn had topped the highlights
with a tipped 73-yard touchdown
catch from Ricardo Louis, and the Tigers had their greatest game-winning
play in school history. Sadly for Louis,
it will forever be overshadowed.
To the Iron Bowl itself, there’s not
much to say. ‘Bama was the favorite,
but not by much. Auburn rushed the
ball efficiently for 296 yards and two
touchdowns on the ground. ‘Bama
quarterback A.J. McCarron threw for
277 yards and a trio of scores.
An early 7-0 lead from Auburn got
Jordan-Hare Stadium jacked up before the Crimson Tide scored 21 unanswered. The Tigers responded
with a few scores of their own to take
‘Bama into the fourth quarter tied at
21 apiece as the nation held its breath.
Then things got interesting.
With ‘Bama pinned on their own
1-yard line, McCarron found receiver Amari Cooper for a 99-yard touchdown and the longest in scoring play
in Alabama history. With a 28-21 lead,
‘Bama saw three straight drives stonewalled by a failed fourth down conversion, a blocked 44-yard field goal
Photo Provided By: Coach White
and a missed 33-yard field goal by the
he has in his team, White was nearly usually reliable kicker Cade Foster. It
was “Fold Tide” instead of “Roll Tide”
speechless.
“I don’t even know how to say it.” in Alabama as Cade “get off the roster”
White said. “I am extremely blessed Foster will go down in ‘Bama history.
to have the opportunity to coach
Following the three stops, the Tithese dynamic ladies who want to gers put together a scoring drive that
Caitlin Vukorpa
said head coach Quinn White. “And competition was sophomore Jane use their talent to the maximum. This ended with 32 seconds on the clock
that is the best way to handle any Hawks (91st) with a time of 19:10, was a remarkable season. It can be a and we had a tied game at 28 all.
Sports Writer
On the ensuing possession, ‘Bama
championship-type competition. junior Jenna Norris (105th) at 19:14, catalyst for next season.”
The Taylor University women’s cross We had a great demeanor going into and junior Elaine Schmeltz (115th)
Throughout the 2013 campaign, the moved the football and running back
country team and two members of this race.”
at 19:20.
team recorded the four-best team T.J. Yeldon stepped out of bounds at
The Trojans were lead by junior
The finishes by Steinbeck and times and five of the top-10 team the Auburn 40-yard line with one secthe men’s cross country team had
strong showings at the NAIA Nation- Allison Steinbeck, who set the Schroder were recorded as the times in program history. The Trojans ond remaining. The game-winning
al Championships over Thanksgiv- best individual time for a Trojan at first time in Taylor history that two will end the season with a Crossroads 57-yard field goal attempt, this time
ing weekend.
Nationals since Lolly York placed individuals placed among the top-50 League Championship, The NAIA from freshman Adam Griffith, fell just
The women’s team finished 10th
Great Lakes Invite Championship, short. Overtime, right?
For the non-football fanatics, a field
overall, recording the best season
and a record of 110-13. The Trojans
look to move forward next season
goal can be returned similar to a punt.
in program history, while juniors
“After experiencing this year’s Auburn’s Chris Davis fielded the kick
Scott Kind and Ethan Evans of
national meet it will be our goal with his heels on the back of the end
the men’s team placed 157th and
169th respectfully.
to improve upon this year’s place,” zone and began to run it out. SimulWith a time of 95:08, the women’s fourth in 2006. Finishing 36th with a at the NAIA National Championships. White said. “If we can stay healthy, taneously, the entire state of Alabama
team easily topped the programs past time of 18:38, Steinbeck was closely With the addition of Hawks, the three we will be able to maximize our gifts.” inhaled.
team best of 20th at NAIA Nationals followed by freshman Hannah times were recorded as the first time
With nothing but chunky offensive
in 1992. Taylor shaved 14 seconds off Schroder, who placed 43rd with a three individuals had placed among
All runners will return for the
lineman on the field to protect the
its previous time on the same course time of 18:44.
the top-100. Overall, the team time
kick for ‘Bama, Davis weaved through
2014 season, with only senior
Also showing strong performances was the third-fastest in TU history.
a herd of elephants–yes, pun intendduring NAIA Pre-Nationals on Oct. 12.
Tanya Rodgers graduating
“We were very excited, yet calm,” for the Trojans in the 319-runner When asked about express the pride
ed, as a “tide” is what you call a herd
this spring.
of elephants and is actually Alabama’s
mascot–and covered 109 yards for a
stunning 34-28 victory over ‘Bama.
Roll Tigers. Roll right into the highlight reels to be seen for decades
to come.

Taylor cross country gives
strong showing in Nationals

“I am extremely blessed to have
the opportunity to coach these
dynamic ladies who want to use
their talent to the maximum.”

Men’s Basketball

6th 5-4 (1-1)

4th 9-1 (1-1)

9th 3-6 (0-2)

8th 5-3 (0-2)

1st 10-0 (2-0)

2nd 9-1 (2-0)

5th 3-1 (1-1)

10th 3-6 (0-2)

7th 5-6 (1-1)

3rd 9-3 (2-0)

Women’s Basketball

8th 3-6 (0-2)

5th 5-5 (1-1)

9th 2-9 (0-2)

7th 4-6 (1-1)

3rd 7-3 (2-0)

2nd 9-0 (2-0)

6th 5-5 (1-1)

10th 1-7 (0-2)

4th 5-4 (1-1)

1st 11-0 (2-0)

FOLLOW COLUMNIST
JEFF YODER @jyode8

Silent Night
NEW COACH. NEW SHOOTER. SAME TRADITION.

“It’s a chance to be a part of one
of the best traditions in college basketball,” Stidom said. “It’s a big deal
here and a great tradition to be a
part of.”
The remaining Taylor starters
include sophomore guard Jordan
Richardson, who leads the team in
assists, and junior forward Darayl
Jordan, who is shooting over 50 percent from the floor this season.
Other possible shooters include
juniors Tyler Waite and Ian Dutcher,
who normally play significant minutes off the bench.
While we can’t be certain who the
shooter will be, we can be certain
that footy pajama sales rose dramatically this week in Grant County.
So whatever your costume may be,
remember . . . shh.
The silence begins at 6 p.m. tonight as TU takes the court against
Indiana Dabney University.

We all know what happens. It’s not a
secret anymore. The whole country
knows. We pack 2,000 students and
hundreds of parents, staff and local residents into a gymnasium that
is built for 1,500. We treat Odle like
the library until the 10th point when
we act like children on Christmas
morning who just drank too much
coffee and found a winning lottery
ticket in our stockings.
And even though Silent Night is
a Taylor tradition, it has become so
popular that the University of Illinois is now emulating it in their
season-opener, calling it “Orange
Hush” to honor their head coach
and Taylor alum John Groce (‘95).
But Illinois’ version takes place in
the State Farm Center–formerly
Assembly Hall–with a seating capacity of 17,000. It doesn’t have the
same effect.

Illinois students wear orange
shirts. That’s a good start. Taylor
students can be sighted in pajamas, robes, reindeer costumes, diapers and body paint. If we’re lucky,
we may even see the running of
the bulls.
Combine finals week, Christmas and the rare community of
TU and you’ve got a perfect storm.
And while Silent Night is a tradition nearly two decades old, there
are some untraditional things about
this year’s game.
For the first time, the Trojans
will take the court on Silent Night
coached by someone other than
Paul Patterson, men’s basketball
coach for the past 34 seasons. New
head coach Josh Andrews will lead
Taylor in his first Silent Night game.
“I’m excited to experience Silent
Night,” Andrews said. “It’s a very attractive part of the men’s basketball program and, certainly for the
school, it’s a special thing.”
Another twist on Silent Night 2013

is the shooter of the silence-breaking 10th point. Former player and
current assistant coach Casey
Coons hit the big shot in each of the
last four Silent Night contests.
So who gets the shot that will
echo across the nation and send
Odle into pandemonium? With the
Trojans’ balanced scoring offense,
it could be any one of the Taylor
players
“It’s a free-flowing offense that
breeds unselfishness in the way we
play,” Andrews said. “We make decisions based on how the defense is
guarding us. How you’re guarding
us is going to determine who takes
the shot.”
The Trojans have four players averaging more than 10 points per
game and another handful of capable scorers, meaning there’s a myriad of candidates for the big shooter
at the big moment.
“Whoever that guy is, he can put
that (award) on the shelf,” Andrews
added.

Seniors Ben Raichel and Josh
Riikonen—each averaging double
figures—are playing in their final Silent Night game and could be viable
options to launch the shot when the
10th point rolls around.
“It is always nice to get (the 10th
point) early and get that pressure
off,” Riikonen said. “Then it’s just
a great basketball game and a fun
environment.”
Raichel, the Trojans’ senior sharpshooter, has shot 41 percent from
three-point range this season.
“It’s typically the role of the seniors to keep the guys focused on
Silent Night,” Raichel added. “It’s a
great atmosphere to play basketball
in and we always look forward to
the opportunity to play in front of a
great crowd.”
Sophomore Kyle Stidom and junior Jesse Coffey are the other two
high scorers in the Trojan offense.
Stidom, a transfer, is looking forward to playing in his first Silent
Night game.

Darayl Jordan

Ben Raichel

Josh Riikonen

Kyle Stidom

Forward

Guard

Forward

Guard

Guard

Points: 4.7
Assists: 0.6
Rebounds: 5.3
Blocks: 1.0

Points: 13.4
Assists: 2.2
Rebounds: 2.8
Steals: 0.9

Points: 16.8
Assists: 1.0
Rebounds: 7.7
Blocks: 1.9

Points: 16.6
Assists: 1.8
Rebounds:5.4
Steals: 0.9

Points: 4.0
Assists: 4.0
Rebounds: 3.7
Steals: 0.7

Jeff Yoder
Sports Editor
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